[image: ]

Robbie Roberts Prize

The Tasmanian Section Meeting is again offering the Robbie Roberts Prize for the best registrar presentation. The prize comprises a certificate, along with $2,500 (paid after the Meeting upon presentation of receipts) towards expenses for registration/travel to the USANZ Annual Scientific Meeting. 

Registrars wishing to submit an abstract for consideration should download the guidelines here. The deadline for all abstract submissions is Sunday 20 September. 
 
Robbie Roberts background
Douglas Ivor “Robbie” Roberts was the first Tasmanian Urological Surgeon. He was appointed as Staff Surgeon and Urologist at the Launceston General Hospital in 1957 when he migrated from England. He ceased active practice in 2004 but continued as an Emeritus Surgeon until 2018, taking an active interest in teaching and chairing the Departmental Morbidity and Mortality Meeting.
Robbie was born into an army family in Folkestone in England in 1924. He was educated at the Duke of York’s Royal Military School in Dover, Dover County Grammar School and Harrow County Grammar School. He went to Medical School at University College Hospital in London in 1944 and qualified in 1946, the course shortened because of the Second World War.
In 1945, Robbie volunteered to go to Belsen Concentration Camp after it was liberated by the British Army. Under the direction of Dr Glyn Hughes, Robbie and his colleagues evacuated 78,900 people and buried another 23,000. They cared for the surviving inmates, treating them for severe malnutrition, tick-borne typhus, tuberculosis and several cases of cancrum oris. Robbie contracted typhus himself and was evacuated to the Northeast Fever Hospital on the outskirts of London where he recovered.
Robbie’s surgical training was in London, Mansfield and Bristol. Notably, he worked for Sir Terence Millin, and Mr Horace Winsbury-White who was the co-founder of the British Journal of Urology. He gained his FRCS (Edinburgh) in 1950 and his FRCS (England) in 1954. 
From 1950-1952, Robbie’s national service was as a Graded Army Surgeon in Malaya during The Emergency, staffing a mobile surgical unit. Many of the British soldiers suffered short-range shotgun wounds to the abdomen and these were managed with a colostomy, a suprapubic catheter and a piece of cardboard over which the abdomen was loosely closed before they were evacuated back to the main hospitals for definitive treatment. Most survived.
Robbie and his wife, Pat, migrated to Tasmania in 1957 as “Ten-pound Poms”. He gained his FRACS (Urol) and was admitted to the Urological Society of Australasia (now USANZ) in the same year. He was Tasmania’s first Urological Surgeon and started the Urology Unit at the LGH where he served continuously for 61 years, caring for approximately 60,000 Northern Tasmanians in that time! He maintained a keen interest in new techniques and research all his working life and avidly perused the journals. Even after ceasing active practice in 2004 at the age of 80, Robbie attended Grand Rounds, X-Ray and MDT Meetings and taught Medical Students and Nurses.
Robbie was a pioneer of Continuing Medical Education well before it became a requirement. He attended Tom Stamey’s Department in Stanford, USA for one month every year of his active surgical career. He also had attachments in Albuquerque and at the University of Colorado and was the recipient of two travelling fellowships.
Robbie was a teacher and mentor to Michael Monsour, Ian Hill, Ian Middleton, Robert Jensen, Anthony Eaton, Malcolm Boyle, Donald Murphy, Professor S. Agrawal of Lucknow and Stephen Brough. His portrait was painted shortly before his death by Dr Philip Tan FRACS (Urol) and it is proudly displayed in the entrance hall of the Launceston General Hospital. In 2015, USANZ presented Robbie with a Lifetime Achievement Award. It is fair to say that we will never see his like again.
(With thanks to Stephen Brough FRACS (Urol) for this detailed background of Dr Roberts’ achievements).
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