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The COVID-19 pandemic brings unique challenges in the management 
of prostate cancer patients, many of whom are older and may be more 
vulnerable to the effects of the virus.1 Not only does the potential benefit 
of treatment and routine cancer care need to be weighed against the high 
morbidity and mortality of COVID-19, staff and resources may be redistributed 
and policies and guidelines are constantly changing.2 
Chaired by Dr Joseph Ischia and a multidisciplinary panel of experts, this 
webinar will use a hypothetical case study to understand and explore the 
approach to managing prostate cancer patients in the current COVID-19 
environment.

•  Does the current COVID-19 crisis change the management of prostate
cancer patients?

•  Are patients on ADT at higher risk of COVID-19 complications?

•  Does the role of the prostate cancer nurse change because of
COVID-19?

• What techniques can help reduce stress in patients?

• How is COVID-19 impacting prostate surgery?

To register, please click here

Register >

Biographies >

Guest panel

Chair

Dr Joseph Ischia
Dr Joseph Ischia is a surgical uro-oncologist skilled in 
general urology and specialising in the management 
of urological cancers. He is also involved in urological 
research in prostate, bladder and kidney cancer with a 
research position at the University of Melbourne.
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WEBINAR INVITATION - Hypothetical: Prostate cancer in the time of COVID-19

By accepting this invitation, you confirm that you have obtained all necessary consents, approvals and any 
required permissions from your employer or any institutions with which you are associated to attend the 
Educational Event Hypothetical: Prostate cancer in the time of COVID-19. The primary purpose of this Event is 
to provide medical education and therefore only invited and accredited healthcare professionals may attend the 
Event.
Abbreviations: Androgen deprivation therapy (ADT)
References: 1. Australian Government. What you need to know about coronavirus (COVID-19). Available at: 
www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/what-you-need-to-know-
about-coronavirus-covid-19#who-is-most-at-risk. Accessed May 2020. 2. NCCN. Management of Prostate 
Cancer During the COVID-19 Pandemic. Available at: https://www.nccn.org/covid-19/pdf/NCCN_PCa_COVID_
guidelines.pdf. Accessed May 2020.
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DR IAN VELA - UROLOGIST
Dr Vela is a clinician scientist at the APCRC-Q and Consultant Urologist at the Princess Alexandra Hospital 
with subspecialty training in urologic oncology. Dr Vela has a molecular and cellular biology research 
background and was awarded his PhD from the University of Queensland in 2010, identifying a novel Wnt 
pathway associated gene (PITX2) in metastatic prostate cancer. Dr Vela completed a two year Society of 
Urologic Oncology (SUO) Fellowship at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York, where he 
was instrumental in developing cutting edge “organoid” culture technology. Dr Vela also has extensive 
clinical training in advanced open, minimally invasive, endoscopic and robotic urologic oncology.

PROF ANDREW KNEEBONE - RADIATION ONCOLOGIST
Professor Andrew Kneebone is a Senior Staff Specialist in radiation oncology at the Royal North Shore 
and Gosford Hospitals as well as Genesis Cancer Care. For 15 years he has been on the RANZCR 
Genitourinary Executive (and past Chair) and is currently on the National Board for the PCFA. He has a 
strong interest in research and has been a Chief Investigator in trials attracting more than $12 million in 
competitive grants including being co-chair for the recently completed RAVES trial. He is an author on 
more than 130 peer reviewed publications and has been invited speaker at more than 90 conferences or 
meetings. In 2014 he was awarded the Denise Lonergan award by the RANZCR for “outstanding level of 
commitment, participation and leadership in the area of training and education in radiation oncology over 
an extended period of time.”

TOPIC DURATION PRESENTER

Introduction and welcome 5 min Chair 

Hypothetical patient case study 
presentation and panel discussion

45 min
Chair & 
Panellists 

Meeting close 10 min Chair 

CHAIR - DR JOSEPH ISCHIA
Dr Joseph Ischia is a surgical uro-oncologist skilled in general urology and specialising in the management 
of urological cancers. He is also involved in urological research in prostate, bladder and kidney cancer with 
a research position at the University of Melbourne.

Wednesday 10th June 2020 
8.00-9.00 pm (AEST)

Register at: https://tinyurl.com/abbviepace

PROF SUZANNE CHAMBERS - PSYCHOLOGIST
Professor Chambers is the Dean of the Faculty of Health at the University of Technology Sydney. She has 
worked as a practitioner and researcher in psychological support for people with cancer for over 25 years. 
Suzanne is an academic member of the College of Health Psychology within the Australian Psychological 
Society. Suzanne has published extensively on the psychosocial effects of cancer and effective ways to 
enhance quality of life and psychological outcomes after diagnosis and treatment. In particular, she has 
focussed her research effort on the supportive care needs of men with prostate cancer and their families. 
She has over 290 peer reviewed publications, books, chapters and reports. Her research is published in 
internationally leading journals including the Journal of Clinical Oncology, The Lancet, Lancet Oncology, 
and Psycho-Oncology. 
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SALLY SARA - NURSE
Sally is the Director of Nursing Programs at the Prostate Cancer Foundation Australia (PCFA). She holds a 
Master of Clinical Nursing and has 30 years nursing experience in a broad range of specialty areas, with 
a strong interest in improving health care and quality of life outcomes for men diagnosed with prostate 
cancer. In 2014 Sally established the Prostate Cancer Specialist Nursing Service in the Southern Adelaide 
Local Health Network, a position she held until 2018 when she joined the leadership team at PCFA. 
Sally is the Vice President of the Australia and New Zealand Urological Nurses Society and a member 
representative of the Coalition of National Nursing and Midwifery Organisations. In March 2019 she was 
granted adjunct professorship (Nursing) at the University of Southern Queensland.

DR LAURENCE KRIEGER - MEDICAL ONCOLOGIST
Dr Krieger has a particular interest in thoracic and urogenital malignancies having completed fellowships 
at Guys’ and St Thomas’ Hospital and establishing the Guys and St Thomas’ Thymoma Database and 
Registry. He is the Director of Clinical Trials for the Riverina Cancer Care Centre and Clinical Trials 
Consultant at Royal North Shore Hospital. He is the Lead Clinician and Principal Investigator for numerous 
studies in urogenital malignancies at the Northern Cancer Institute, Sydney. Dr Krieger is a Clinical 
Lecturer with the University of Sydney, Northern Medical School and a Consultant General Physician 
at Royal North Shore Hospital as well as an Undergraduate Trainee Supervisor for the Royal College 
of Physicians. He is an active member of the bladder, testicular and penile, renal and prostate cancer 
subcommittees for the Australian and New Zealand Urogenital and Prostate (ANZUP) trials group and a 
member of the eviQ urogenital and thoracic guidelines committee. 

DR JAMES THOMPSON - UROLOGICAL SURGEON
Dr James Thompson is an experienced robotic, laparoscopic, endoscopic and open urological surgeon. 
He has specialty training in (and passion for) the treatment of prostate and bladder cancer using the latest 
robotic surgery techniques.


